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owners t o r eg i s t e r t he i r b o a t s i n a co un t y ot h e r t ha n t h e co u nt y
of their residence. Su ch boats where the boat may be used, such
a s Lake Nc Conaughy, c ould re g ister in Keith Cou nty. The
t i t l i n g , howe v e r , wou l d s t i l l r e ma i n i n t h e cou n t y o f r e s i d e nc e
wit h t h e c ou n t y c l e r k . Th i s c h an g e c a m e f r o m t h e r e q ue s t o f
several county offices. Second , Sec tion 22 o f pag e 4, the
minimum d i s t a n c e t ha t a bo a t ma y b e f o l l ow e d fo r w ake j u mp i n g
has increased from 30 yards to 50 yards. I n addition to that ,
wake jumping w ill not be allowed behind a boat towing someone.
This i s an i mp o r t a n t i s su e t h a t h a s c ome t o l i g h t i n my
legislative district an d thr oughout th e sta te. The t h ird,
Sections 22 and 24 on page 4 and 5 of the amendment make several
changes to the related o perator age. Cu rre ntly, no o ne unde r
the age of 14 may operate a personal watercraft on the waters of
the state o f Nebraska. There is a loophole and motorboats are
n ot i n c l ud e d i n t h a t sam e l an g u a g e . Th i s wou l d c l o se t h a t ,
since the cur rent la w do es not address mo torboats in our
e xi s t i ng s t a t u t e s . I n a dd i t i o n , n o on e u n d e r t h e ag e o f 16 ma y
operat e mo t o r b o a t s o r pe r so n a l wa t e r c r a f t wi t h s ome o ne i n t ow .
Under Section 24 of the amendment, a bus i ness w o uld n ot be
a l l o wed t o r en t a b o a t o r a j e t sk i t o so me o n e u n d e r 18 c om p a r e d
to the current limit of 16. Most of those proposals, if not all
o f t h e m , c a me f r om m or e na t i o n al st a nd a r d s t ha t we h av e r e v i e w e d
in the past year. A lso in Section 23, there is an expansion of
the b oa t sa f et y co u r se , wh i ch c u r r en t l y . . .wh i ch i s cu r r e n t l y
r equ i r e d o n l y f o r i n d i v i d u a l s u n d er t he a g e o f 16 t o o p e r a t e a
j e t s k i . Th i s wo u l d i mmed i a t e l y i n c l u d e t ho s e wi sh i ng t o
operate a motor b oat for those who are un der the age of 16 . The
age a t w hi c h t r a i n i n g i s r e qu i r ed fo r o t he r i nd i v i d u a l s wo u l d
gradually increase over the next several years until operators
under the age of 25 would be required to have such training by
January 1, 2005. Finally, Section 26 of the amendment on page 6
and 7 req uires that t he State Patrol be notified of boating
a ccidents i n v o lv i n g a d e a t h , l i f e t hr ea t e n i n g i n j ur y , or mi ssi n g
person. It further directs the State Patrol to collaborate with
Game and Parks staff or other la w en f orcement a gency in any
r esu l t i ng i nv e s t i g a t i o n . Th a nk f u l l y , we h av e h i s t o r i ca l l y ha d
only 5 to 10 fatalities a year, but in some of those fatalities,
we have seen some breakdown in the cooperation, and thi s w ill
a ssur e t h a t i n f o r ma t i o n i s co l l e ct e d a n d m ai n t a i n ed i n t h e ca se
o f the accident. In summary, I believe this represents a fair
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